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testimonies does not convince us that what they tell us is true,
still less that it is the whole truth.1 We lack the means of
testing their assertions, so that the answers to many important
questions can only be given in terms of probability. The
unusual character of the religion of the Essenes, of whom Pliny
says, " Gens sola et in toto orbe praeter ceteras mira," might be a
temptation to mendacity and offer an excuse for more or less
elaborate embellishments, just as it might attract the attention
of a conscientious observer. It is thus impossible to give a
precise estimate of the trustworthiness of all the details which
our sources contain.2

It is unfortunate that the secret books of the Essenes, men-
tioned by Josephus,3 have perished, leaving no trace. The
likeness of the eschatological views of the Essenes, as reported
by Josephus, to Enoch's version of Paradise, has led to the
suggestion that their books were of an apocalyptic nature. It
has even been claimed that this sect is responsible for all the
apocryphal writings which pass under the name of Enoch, a
view which has found some favour among scholars.4 The
Assumption of Moses, which dates from about Jesus' lifetime
has also been attributed to them. Charles, who has recently
taken up the problem again, only admits this view in the case
of the end of the Book of Enoch (Enoch cxviii. 1-15), which
bears witness to a very highly developed angelology. Perhaps
some chance discovery may add to the documentation of the
subject.

There is some doubt as to the meaning of the word Essene.5
Philo calls them BsQaJisvrai Qeov, which could mean either
cultores Dei or else medici Dei (" God's physicians "), and this
has led to the suggestion that the word conies from ^asi, mean-
ing " physician." Others have derived it from has eh (meaning
" holy " or " pure "), an etymology which is supported by the
fact that Philo apparently identifies 'Ecaaloi with the Greek
daioi, "saints," or "pious ones," but which is open to the

1 CCLXVI, i, 139.

3 Josephus (Vita, ii) certainly claims to have made a special study of
the Essenes in order to enlighten himself as to the true nature of their
rule, but that is no reason for believing him.

3 B.J., ii, 8, 7.    <?/. XLVH, I, 25.

4 Lightfoot and Kohler, for instance.    Cf. Lightfoot, Epistles to the
Colossians and to Philemon, 1876, 82-98, 349-419 ;  Kohler, The Essenes
and the Apocalyptic Literature, in J.Q.B., xi, 145-68.    Kohler attributes
Enoch, the Book of Jubilees, the Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs
and the Testament of Job to the Essenes.                                 __

5 LXXV, ii, 559 ff. ; DACL, art. Cenobitisme, col. 3059; CCLXXXVH,
32.